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FOR THE WATCHMAN. 

THE CHRISTIAN ALINISTRY. 
* T veneratethe man whose heart is wari, 

** Whose hands are pure, whose Cuctrine & whose Life 

“ Cuimeident, exhibit hucid proof 

Phat he is hoist inthe sacred cause. 

** To such Trender more than mere respect, 

© Whose acti. ns say that they respect tacinsclyes,” 
Cowper. 

These is certainly no office which can 
be exercised among men, so imporiant, or 
so honorable as that of a miister of tie 
New-Tesiamont. It was dignified by our 
Lord and Saviour, who * cime not to be 
minisiered uato, but to minister ;’? & who, 
by giving his own /ife a rausom tor the guil- 
ty iid the foundation of the christian minis- 
iry, that through him migut be preached 
unio men these glad tidnigs, ** that whoso- 
ever believeth in him shall receive forgive- 
ness of sins.” An office so exalted ought 
not to be disgraced by being claimed as the 
righi of the vicious and immoral, however 
splendi! my be their talents; nor should 
the ignorant and iliterate, though pious, 
be encouraged to assure the province of 
teachers, since Pau! has positively decided 
that ** a bishop must b> apt [or fit] to 
teach.” To do so acceptably, a candi- 
date for the ministry ought to be well ac- 
quainted with the holy scriptures, and the 
best areume its by which their diviue orj- 
gin and authority are supported, ‘* that he 
may be able, by sound doctrine, both to 
exhort and convince the gainsayers.”” 

{his subject is ably discuss-d im a ser- 
mon, delivered before the Convention of 
the Congregatioual Ministers of Massachu- 
setts, in Boston, May 27, 1819, by Abicl 
Holmes, D. D. Pastor of the First Church 
in Cambridge. The following is au extract 
from that Discourse 

© A cliristian minister must be well es- 
tablished in the principl:s ef christianity. 
Is it incumbent on him to teach men the 
kiovledge of God and of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and of all those great truths and 
Cuties revealed in his Word, especially to 
& show unto them the w ay of salvation ?” 
It is obviously of the highist impo or.ance, 
that he himself know God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he huih sent; that he be weil 
acquainted with the doctrines and duties 
of religion; that he be sanctified by that 
truth, which he is to prvach to others ; that 
he be reconciled to Gud, before he eater 
on the minisiry of reconciliation ¢ that be 
Joy hold on etern il life,” 
hort his fe Jaw siunera to ** io flee for ret- 
uge, to lay hold on the hope set betor 
them. Sucii an experimenial, as well as 
doctrinal know k dge iS tie cessary, not © nly 
to his own salvation, but to his clear and 
divine truth, & t 
the uniformity and stability of his christian 
principles. 
in his belief of the peculiar doctrin:s of the 
gospel, what pledge, or security, has the 
eliurch of his ability , oF fide lity, i teach- 
ing and def nding them? Yet this is es- 
sential to hig character, and to her interest 
and sufety; “ fora bishop must be blime- 
less, as the steward of God.” Itis requir- 
ed in this office, “* that a man be foun: 
ith ful.” How cana christian bishop be 


bejore he CA- 


impressive exhibition of 


| j ! , .ee es 
i } le ss he be we i] established 





faithful, ucless he “rightly divide the word 
of truth,” unless he give toevery one * a 
poruon in due seuson,”” as a * steward of 
he mysteries of God?” 

it is UC ssary, then, to be well establish- 
ed in the wutas of christianity. The right 
ofiree inquiry can neither be denied to 
christian Mivistrs, nor to private cliris- 
tans; but dves it follow, that it is of no 
unportence, what the one j reach, or what 
the other boheve?) ‘This were to admit a 
principle, that would cfectually subvert 
the gosp ji, and “*make the Word of God 
of none effect.” Whatever liberty may 
be claimed in the interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, 11s ceriain, that the apostle requir- 


socuudness of faith in a mimister of 


cil 

Christ. ‘* A bisuop must be blumeless, as 
the sieward of God, hoiding ast the true 
ductuime, es he hath been taught, that he 
may be able, by sound doctrine, both to 
exhort ani to convince the gainsayers.— 
Speak thou the tiigs which b-come sound 
docuine. tn all things suowing thyself a 
patiern of good works; in docirine shuw- 
ing Incorruptness, -ravity, siicerity, sound 
sprecu that eaunot be condemned. Ree 
buke them’—tie false teachers—** sharp- 
ly, that they may be sound in the fuith.— 
Phough we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unt@ you, than 
that wlich we have preached unto you, 
Jet him be accursed.” 

But if, two be blameless, a christian miue 
ister musi have gifts and talents, adapied 
fo the seered olive, iL is Not less necessary 
that he have the christian virtues and gra- 
ces. It was to these, that the apostle had 
particular refersuce, ‘The waut of talents 
may nor be a fault, though for one, who is 
Incompetont, to undertake an office which 
reguires them, it may be highly culpable. 
But a mora detect in @ minister of Christ, 
is of all fiults and disqualifications the 
greatest, With piety to God, he is re- 
quired to uniie benevelence to man, so- 
briecy and purity, the regulauion of all his 
a petites and passions, exemption, espe- 
cially, from the indulgence of anger, ava- 
rice, voluptuousness ; and to give an ex- 


ample of ** whatever things are honest, 


‘ 
A 
1 : ‘g . 
ust, cure, lovely and of good report.°— 


ihisis evident from the apostle’s own de- 
eauio: of the } astoral character, ** Or- 


dain elders, as | hed appomted thee ; if 


' ' ' . 
aiy be blamel ss, the husband of oue 


g¢ faithful children, not accused 
unruly; for a bishop must b 


biameless ; not selfwiil dy .ot soon angry, 


wa navi 


not given to wine, po striRer, nt given vo 


filthy luere 3 but a lover of hospit.lity, a 
lover of good men, s ber,” or prudent, 
** just, holy, temperau.” The same qual- 
Mecations are requir di: his tirsi Epistie to 


and the wecesshy {tiem is en- 
Vanzelist 
io thyself and io 


t , 


thv adocirm:. Ex reise invecif uwito rod- 


forced ny pj precepis io ip: 


himiseii: ** fale heed 


hness, 65 thou ar exiemy le of the believ- 
ition, au charity, 
, in purity.” 

Such are the talents and virtues, which 
constitute, mi the s nse of the text, a 
“S blameless”? char.ct r. 
fa christian minister to sustain ii, is mdis- 
pensable, ‘* A bishop must,” he ought to 
** be blem-l-ss.”” 

It is r-quired of him as a christian. The 
religion which he pre ches to others, is 
equally binding on himself, The gospel 


rs, 1 word nc. nvers 


The -bhgatten 





demands from him the same coufirmity to 
iis rules, as from every other believer. It 
gives birano indulgeace, As a professed 
follower of Christ, aud membcer-ef his visi- 
ble chureh, he is bound to be ** holy in all 
manner of conversation.” 

It is, esprcially, required of him, as a 
Minister. ‘This we have already seen, in 
the distinct qualifications requisite fur the 
pastoral office. Whatever may be toler- 
ated im others, “ta bishop must be blame- 
less.” 

Itis, in ine, necessary to himself, and 
to the church of Christ. Without those 
christian virtues and greees, which form 
the blameless character, it is as impossible 
for a minister to be saved, as fur any other 
persou. The sanctity of his profession 
gives him no security. ‘The success of his 
ministry will procure for him no absolu- 
lion. It may please God to make use of 
unholy instruments to accomplish holy 
purposes. ‘The truth, delivered by irreli- 
glous teachers, may be ixstrumental to the 
salvation of sinn rs, Prophecies have bee 
uttered, and miracles performed, by the 
ungodly, Their prophecies and miracles 
may have couvinced others, and brought 
them to the saving reception of divine 
truth, while they themselves have had no 
part iu the common salvation. How can 
we ever f rget those awfully monitory 
words of Christ: “* Many will say unto me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy vame, and in thy name 
have cast out devils, and in thy name don 
many wonderful works? And then will 
I profess unto them, L never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iuiquity.” 
How can we ever f.rget the impressive 
words of Paul, after exhor.ing the Corin- 
thians, so to rua, that they might obtain 
the incorruptible crown: * But! keep un- 
der my body, and bring it into subjection ; 
lest that by any means, wheu I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a 


cast-awiy.” 


4 








Domestic Misstonary Socrety of Con- 
nectecut. 

The Gencral Association of Connecti- 
cut are the Domestic Missionary Society. 
At their session iu June, the Directors laid 
before them their Report, from which the 
following is extracted, 

‘The Directors, althouzh laboring un- 
der some discouragements, subject to some 
p rplesities, cud not unfrequently tempt- 
ed to despond, would salljoim_= the accla- 
inatioms or thousands, aid bless God for 
tue jostitution of ibis society. He who 
bought us wich his blood, aud he whe is 
head over all things to the church, and 
walks in the mids: of the golden candle- 
sticks, holding the stars in his right hand, 
hos from th» commencement, crowned its 
efforis with no ordinary success, He has, 
Irom yt ar to ys ry bi-ssed the Jubors of the 
Missionaries, iy turuing sinners from dark- 
ness to light, and from ihe power of satan 
unto God. Noerhas he the last year, al- 
‘nough a pericd of spirimal drought in the 
saie at large, lef. biunself without a wit- 
ness to the power of his saving grace, in 
the fields which our laborers have occupi- 
ed. While in every place, so far as we 
are enabled to judge, the state of s: civty 
is been improved ; in several places, the 
dispensauon of the word, has been with 





oe + 
special etlicacy upon the hearis and lives 
of men. ‘The Missionary at Humphreys- 
ville, writes to the Directors, ** during the 
six weeks, the term of my mission, | have 
preached forty sermons, attended confer- 
ences, and visited the schools. I have 
spent the whole time on the spot, devotmg 
every diy to family visits and religious con- 
versation. The people have given very 
good attendance on the means of grace, 
and have been uncommonly solemn and 
attentive. ‘There has been, and is now, 
soine special attention to religion. There 
have been some instances of hopeful con- 
version, and some are now enquiring what 
they shall do to be saved, Eleven persons 
have been examined for admission to the 
church, and eight were received the last 
Sabbath. This little church is evidently 
gaining strength. They feel under great 
obligations to the Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety, for their assistance; and manifest a 
disposition to help themselves, so far as 
they ean under their present embarrass- 
ments.” ‘They are prosperously proceed- 
ing in the erection and completion of a 
convenient house for public worship. 

The Missionary at West Stafford, in his 
communication to the Board, observes, 
**We have not witnessed such scenes here, 
as have been witnessed in some places, in 
the vicinity. Still, great things have been 
done for this peeple. A number since the 
commencement of the preseut year, hope, 
that they have passed from death unto life. 
Five united with the church in the course 
of the suzamer. Others, who, for a time, 
had a faint hope, have been revived, and 
new enjoy a comfortable evidence of their 
adoption into the family of Christ. Some 
to me, give evidence of being among the 
number of Christ*s real friends, who, as yet 
indulge but a feeble hope that they are in- 
deed the chosen of God. Family religion 
has been lately established in six or eight 
families. On the last Sabbath, twelve per- 
sons were received into the church. ‘This, 
except in one instance, $0 far as | am able 
to learn, is the greatest number that, in 
this place, have professed Christ on the 
same day. About ten or twelve more, we 
hope, are real christians. Some, or all, of 
them, will probably unite with the church 
soon. immorality is less prevalent than 
formerly. Prejudice is abating, opposition 1s 
still. ‘The youth are becommg more regu- 
lar; and, on the whole, we can say, that 
the cause of Christ here, is gaining ground 
over error and sin. Your charity, bestow- 
ed upon this church and society, has pro- 
duced much good. Without this aid, they 
would be unable to enjoy the stated 
preaching of the gospel, as the burden is 
vow very severe, Dear brethren remem- 
ber us at the throne of grace.” 

‘The most powerful and extensive revi- 
val the last year, within the limits occupi- 
ed by the missionaries of the Society, has 
been at Eastford. The Directors have 
had no report from the Missionary at that 
station ; and cannot, therefore, be so par- 
ticular as they could wish. ‘They cam 
only say, that the work has been great and 
glorious, a strikiag manifestation of the 
sovercignly and freeness of the converung 
crace of God: and that, from the Ist of 
January to the Ist of March, although the 
number of families in the place, is far from 
being large, not less than fifty persons be- 
came, apparently the subjecis of a saving 
change. The directors exceedingly regret 
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that they are not able to give a more de- 
tailed account; but the work has been ac- 
complished ; in this they rjoice. Meu 
will receive the benefit, and God have all 
the glory. , 

The Directors feel devoutly thanktul, 
and would call upon all, who love and pray 
for the peace and enlargement of Zion, to 
unite in thanksgiving and praise to God. 
that he has so signally blessed the succrs- 
sive exertions, made in his name, and in 
dependence on hii, tv build up the wast 

laces of the state. 

Some other seetions of our country have 
followed the example here set, and formed 
societies to cheer the moral deserts within 
their own limits. 

—=— 000 ae 
Extracts from the Minutes of the General 

Association of Connecticut, which held 

tts annual meeting at Lyme, in the sec- 

ond week in June. 

“© The General Association of Connec- 
ticut, in acquainting the christion commu- 
nity with the state of religion within their 
limits, have to say some things which giv 
them pleasure, and call for their loudest 
praise ; and yet that pleasure is diminish- 
ed, and that praise made humble, by some 
circumstances of regret. 

There appear to prevail among us some 
alarming iniquities, which retard the ope- 
rations of the gospel, and threaten the ruin 
of souls. Intemperance, a prolific source 
of evil, if not increasing, is still prevalent. 
Cases often occur, of men sinking, in a few 
years, from the height of domestic happi- 
ness, and even from hopes of heaven, to 
present shame and everlasting iz.ominy, 
drawing with them, into poverty and 
wretchedness their once loved families and 
friends. 

Disregard of the Sabbath is thought to 
be a growing evil. Many grossly profane 
the day ; and some, whose education prom- 
ised better things, seem desirous of casting 
off restraint, and appropriating to their own 
use the hours in which God has ever chal- 
lenged a special pr priety. 

' Lying and false swearing are aprrehend- 
ed to be growing iniquities. ‘To deceive a 
neighbor, and disrevard the covenant that 
binds to truth and duty, ure less disreputa- 
ble than in former periods of our histury. 
Thus, in a measure, is sapped the founda- 
tion of confidence; thus the old moral 
Jand-mark is removed; for it must never 
be forgotten, that when caths shall cease 
to bind the conscience, the lest tie is sun- 
dered, that holds the community teg: ther. 

Still, the view of those evils would be 
Jess affecting, were there not reason to fear 
that the exertions made to stem the tor- 
rent of iniquity are diminished. 

To oppose corruption is often unpopular, 
and always laborious. Hence, good men 
are prone, at times, to Itssen their efforts, 
and permit the world to continue undis- 
turbed in its corruptions.” 

From our brethren of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church, we 
Jearn, with heartfelt joy and gratitude, 
that they *‘ never perhais had fewer caus- 
ee of mourning and gricf than at present.” 
While they lament the coldness, formali- 
ty, and sinful conformity to the world, of 
some of the professors of godliness among 
them ; while they deeply deplore the ex- 
cessive use of ardent spirits, in many ple- 
ces, as well as the profanation of the nam: 
and the Sabbeth of the Lord; and whil 
they have detected, and are anxiously 
watching the wiles of the orch deceiver 
among them, ** by which he leads men tu 
substitute the name of religion for religion 
itself; yet it affords them matter of con- 
eratulation, that when ‘* the enemy com- 
eth in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him,” And 
the General Assembly appear to be en- 
couraged and animated, not only by the 
divine promise, but by their own rich and 
happy expericnce of divine faithfuloess. 
** No design,” say they, ** has been form- 
ed, in any part of our bounds, to advence 
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to extend the 
knowlege of God, or to promote the best 
inter’st of men, that has not been succeed- 
ed with the divine blessing. 

More than thirty congregations, scatter- 
ed through sixtoen Presby tries, are rep T+ 
ted as having been visited extensively by 
refreshing showers of divine grace. The 
Assembly have indeed to weep ovr awide 
-pread and contivually mer asing field of 
moral and spiritual desc lation, on their 
western and southern borders. Tenderly 
do they sympathise with their brethre: and 
sisters whose lot it is to inhabit a wilder- 
ness, seldom trodden by the fret of them 
that bring good tilings, and seldom (in 
some insiances never yet) made to re- 
sound with the prayers and praises of the 
sauciuary. , 

The delegates of the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts Proper i.form us, 
that many congregations within their jin 
its, have been signally blessed by the con- 
vincing and renovating operations cf the 
Holy Ghost. The counties of Berkshir , 
Hampshire, Fampden and W orcester, 
have largely participated in the refreshing 
iifluences. From fifteen hundred to two 
thousand persons, in those counties, are 


supposed to have been brought cut of 


darkness: into God’s marvellous light. At 
the present time, there are some very In- 
teresting revivals i the counties of Plym- 
outh and Barnstable. ‘The Theological 
Seminary at Andover is in prosperous cir- 
cumstone s, and about one hundred young 
men ere preparing, In thai insti{uuon, for 
the gospel mivisiry. ‘The American Edu- 
cation Society, occupying a sphere of use- 
fulness, surpassed, perhaps, by nc other 
charitable institution, supported by numer- 
ous and powerful auxilicries, and having, 
under its patronage, more than one hun- 
dred and forty beneticiaries, excites the 
congratulations, and imspirs the hopes ot 
the fricnds of Zion. 

From the General Asseciation of New- 
Hampshire we are happy to leare, that the 
cause of Christ is manif -stly gaining ground 
in that state. A vumber of places hay 
been visited by special revivals of religion; 
Sabbath schools have bern extensively ¢s- 
tablished ; and the friends of Zion on th 
whole, have cause of cougratulatom aid 
animating hope. 

By the General Convention of Vermont, 
we ore informed, that they hi abui- 
dant cause to praise the great Head of the 
church, especially for the snecess which 
he ath granted to missionary labors with 
in that siate: and thut althotgh Giod fas 
net bless od them during the past year with 
mony signal revivals, yet hati he gladdens- 
ed their hearts by exhibiting other foot- 


ste.s of his grace.” 
* ~~ 


“© have 


—_—— +--+ 


A preacher has been employed in the 
city of Charleston, as a City Missionary, 
whose province has been to visit. instruct, 
and preach to the sick, the poor, and des- 
titute—-and to investigate their 
wants. In his Report, reed befure the Fe- 
mile Domestic Society of 
Charleston, by whom he was empl yed, 
he makes the following observations in re- 
lation to the Seamen, a class of sucr ty 
highly valuable, but whose spiritual wel- 
fare is too much neglected, 


iitual 


Mis Sjonar y 


‘** Permit me to suggest to your socicty, 
the im ortance of having some commodi- 
ous and permanent place of worship provi- 
ded, at least for the seamen, if not for the 
poor of the city. This ] concetye to be 


necessary for the successful prosecution of 


the mission. This place of worship for the 
seamen, if not on «ne of the. wharves, 
oughtio be in the vicinity of thegreat budy 
of them, where they would pass it in their 
daily busiaess. It ougkt also to be made 
c nspicuous by some sigual, that it may 
become familiar to them. 

More eff -ctusl «exertions must be made 
to induce ihe lower class of seamen to at- 
tend Divine worship. But few 


have as yet attended, Let similar meag- 


of these | 


t 
H 
| 
' 


ures be ade pted to those which have been 
sucersstully practised in New-York and 
other places, and die same result may be 
anticipate i. Let gendemen ef iuflue.e 
and plety jiterest thems lves on their 
behalf, go to their boarding h uses and en- 


! deayor to prevail on them, ia the spirit of 
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Christin zeal and affec.i n, and their ex- 
erud ns will be successful, 

[¢ must rejoice every benevolent heai 
to know. that ihe moral condition of sea 
men begins to attract the atiention of the 
Christian , ublic. Much has been don. 
for them in London, Brs ol, New-Yor! 
and Boston. And the day is not far dis- 
tant, it is hoped, when Charleston shail 
number amongst its Churches cdedica ed to 
Almighiy God, a chapel for Scamen ; 
where the tem est beaten and sea-worn 
mariner shall pay his vows to the Lord. 
They will not only want a church, but a 
constant and stated preacher, who shall 
break to them the bread of lite—and sure- 
ly it can.ot be sanguine to hope, that a 
short time may witress the accomplish- 
nent of so desirable on event. The good 
of immortal souls demands it; the love of 
Christ constraims to it ; and Christian mn- 
niticence is able. to effect it. Then surely 
there are no IWsurmountable obstacles m 
the way of its accomplishment. 
this class of men, our Divine Redeemer 
chose soine of his aposth s, who were the 

ri..cipal agents ia establishing the Church 
at first, and of ev.ngelizmg the world. 
Nor can tt be b lieved but that seamen 
will be extensiv: ly useful m spreading the 
Gospel universally, which will usher in 
the latter-day glory of the Church.”? 


From 


The Report concludes as follows: ‘*The 
work in which you are engaged, is the 
work of God. ‘Toetfect it Jesus has shed 
his precious blood. It must therefore pre- 
val, It is a work which requires des- 
patch, The command of our Saviour is— 
*Go ont quickly into the highways ane 
hedges.” Our time of action is 
lhe day with some of us is almost spent. 


short. 


“ Hfow swilt the shuttle flies that weaves 
our shroud,.”” 

The space allotted us for fulfilling our 
duties In promoting the eternal we fare of 
eround us, will soon be and 
coon shall we be called to the bar of God 
to account for th manner in which ws 
have fullilled the commraand, ** Preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” 


The Evangelical Intelligencer of Charles- 


1Oee crone 
h rone,. 


ton, in cousidering some of the causes, 
which have a nowerful influence In eficct- 
ing the temporal and spiritual calanuti= of 
many ef its cluzens, has the following ob- 

= ane 
vice, WallCal is 


. =< — 
servations on a disyraceiul 


1, =¢ 


rapidly increasing in olin almost all our 
towns ana cites, 
fell destroyer of all 


common 


Tne neperaiice, the 
iis votaries. and the 
both viee and misery, appears to have pro- 

of this moral degradation of 

the human character ; and to have infused 
much of her baneful inflvene:s into thei 
miseries and afflictions. —The facility wiil 
which ardent spirits are procured, ought to 
be interrupted, and some odious and dis- 
graceful stigma ought to be branded unoy 
all Drunkards, Uf this crime wer punish- 
das it oughtto be, in the same manner 
as (heft, or other acts of dishonesty & in- 
justice, it would no doubt have a happy 
effect. With this vies is combined idleness 
with oll its concomitant The adle 
drunkard oucht to be arr sted by the 
municival aut hye rity, and compe eg to aCe 
count for the manver in which he obtains 
subsistence ; and if jt. ppeers that he does 
not labor, he should be compelled cither 
“to dig,” not fo eat? While the 
efficacy of -vangelical Truth is acknowl- 
edged, those who are made the ministers 
of yestics 


Parent of 


) l 
duced much 


evils, 


or * 


( ought to aid its influence, by 
riterposme ‘heir authority, so ua to be a 
“Terror to them that de evil.” 
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YOR THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN, 


“Tle is the freeman whom the truth makes 
free. °—Cowrer. 

“We be Abralaui’s seed, and wer. ney. 
in bondage to avy man,” v plied the of. 
fended Jews vo our Saviour, when he inti. 
mated to them that hey needed the influ. 
ence of the tu ht» make them free, The 
sane spilt of indig.aion would inflame 
h- breasts of cur countrymen, on the least 
intimation that with all ther boasti gs the: 
vet remain slaves. We, like the Jews ex. 
t-lour fath rs to the ski s, aud exult in 
their achievements, by o hich, as means 

‘have been delivered from political op 
pression, to enjoy the rank of freemen. 
vet we, like the Jews, are still the servante 
of sin. As a nation, we have burst in sun 
der ihe bands that retrained Us; as indj- 
viduals, we continue in the “bonds of jnj- 
quity.”” Passion and custom tyrannize o- 
ver us, and impose on us rules of conduct 
which we should reject with disdain, and 
rsi-t with force, if required to submit to 
thein by any laws of the lind. For proots 
f this, we have o. ly to attend to the cur- 
rent of < pinion, and the «x nsequent prac- 
wing amon us. 
ve have the name of Chris. 
tiens, but are re adily divided ito two Clase 
res, tne one confessing Jesus for their lord 
and master, the other confessing him not. 
have a rizht to expecta 
bedience to the commands of 
Christ, an exact conf rmity to the pattern 
exhibtied them. And these we 
should find, were it not that fear of the o- 
prion of others keeps in subjection minds 
that are enlighti ned with a knowl dee of 
their duty, and conscjous of their obliga- 
tion and ability to perform it. This slavish 
‘ice of reproof, where it 
might be exercised to advantage, and re- 
presses in eve ry exe rtlon against yice. It 
leads to the indulgeace of pride, to the 
weczlect of the humble, and forces 
ject into comphance with the thousand vain 
requirements of the fishion of the times, 
It compels us to szemtice our love of truth 
to complaisanee, aud to substitute for that 
-Implicity and openness of character, 
which should mark the christian, a specivs 
oft hy} ‘ Crisy which ce grades the worthy 
name by which we are called. 

It were easy to enumerate particular ine 
stanees, in which these effects of the do- 
minion of sin are discovered ; but the cone 
science of eve ry pr fissor, we fe Tr, must 
bear such stro ig” ¢ videuce as to render thig 
unnecessary. “Prove your own selves.” 

Vith the majority, 
not being protessors, will think thernselves 
ty have no coneetn, and will suppose it 
tit difficult tp prove, that they may not 
with jor pri ty boust f Lie ir fr cCOOM, As 
was! the habit of servitude bos, impercep- 
tibly to them, made slay ry tolerable.— 
Their chains may be of silver or of gold, 
nul they mistake them for “durable riche 
es;*? the hand of Delilah hos fastened the 
‘ithes that detain them, and they imagine 
them the wreaths of nur deceit 
has mixed the cup of poison that has be- 
numbed their mental powers, aad this bon- 
duzeof reason they believe to be freedom 
Passion beats «he fascinating 
tune that lures the listeners to confi: ement 
in her cell, while they fancy they are 
marching to enjoy liberty unrestrained, 

But why, if this thraldom be so univers 
sal, is it no more perceived? ‘The truth is, 
we are not Inclined naturally to be strict 
upon ourselves; our own faults are « bserv- 
ed with an eye less severe than that which 
watchos our neighbor. We search not 
deep into the motives that induced us into 
any donbiful course. The man of the 
werld rarely questions, whether he is con- 
tinued in his practices by i fluences of 
which he ought to be ashamed, or if in his 
indulzences he submits to the dominion of 
passions that he ought to control, and of 
persons whom he ought to d: spise. 

Thus we “conclude all to be under sin," 
all in » greater or less de gree slaves to the 


ices prey 


Asa people, 


In the former, we 
Willing « 


he fias 


fear checks the 


ifs sub- 


these Gbservath Ns, 


flection: 


from care 
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yrmice of the power of the air.’ This is 
the state in which St. Paul exclaims, “Oh 
wretched man that | am, who shall deliver 
me from this body of death!” Our feelings, 
if they were ght, would be like his; wiih 
Lin we should “groan, being burthened,”’ 
and with him we should flee to the Lamb 
of God; they that have hope, with pray- 
ers that they may be preserved faithful t 
the end, and strengthened to evince their 
love to Christ by obedience to his com- 
mencs—while they that have not should 
confess their condition, and plead to be 
ransemed from the power of Satan, and 
made fit subjects for the kingdom of God, 


and thus “be free indeed.” een 
——< are - 
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Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and 
the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast 


sworn unto our fathers from the days of 


old,—Miucan, vii. 20. 


Ir is not less lamentable than true, that 
we are too apt to distrust the promises of 
the Almigity, and thus subject ourselves 
to imagimary evils, which, by cur own in- 


judicious courses, often prove real. We 


huve the strongrst assurance that God does 
not willingly afflict the children of men— 
Luis chasteuing is that of a tender parent, 
whose mest earnest desires are for the good 
f his offspring: And although we pretend 
to have a due sense of his paternal care, 
yet on the shghtest indication of his dis- 
pleasure, however reprehensible may have 
been our conduct, we are ready to arroign 
his justice, and call the attributes of his 
merey wnd goodness in question, Such 
‘s the proneness of huinan nature to think 
favorably ot itself, that we forget our dr- 
pendence on the Great Virst Cause, and in 
the pride of our hearts exclaim, “Ut ho ve 
ike unio us 2” 
If we cherjshed a ligher sense of our 
obligations to God, we shculd fin’ more 
elight in the contemplation of his perfec- 
tions, and the stability of his promises— 
Athictions would not destroy cur faith, for 
like the proph:t we should feel assured, 
that ke would not forget the gorformancee 
of his **fruth to Jaccb,” nor cease to ex- 
tend the sweet Iniluencesr of his *“‘mercy to 
Abraham.” ° 

“But,” says the skeptic, when he wit- 
nesses the worldly sufferings of Christians, 
‘if your God is so kind and benevolent as 
you represent him to be, why does he thus 
afflict you? Is the torment of his children 
a seurce of graufication to a tender par- 
ent 7%—Deluded being! be retleets not 
that “‘whom the Father loveth he chasten- 
eth ;?-—-that an immertal crown of glory i 
not to be sought threygh a pathway of ro- 
ees, nor plucked from a bed of aimaranths. 
The Saviour of the world, while on his 
blessed mission of benevolence, endured 
tribulation and anguish ;—and shall thos 
who claim to be his humble followers, nur 
mur if they are not exempt @ from trials? 
The lives of the apostles were continued 
ecenes of warfare—their deaths were con- 
sumumated by the hand of violence—bit 
they were upheld by that principle of love 
which ki ows not fear, breathed ito their 
souls by the Etersal Spirit of Ged, and 
sanctified by the sufferings of an omnipe- 
tent Saviour. 

Shall Christians at the present day, with 
such examples before them, sbrivk from 
the chastemmgs of their heavenly parent ? 
No—be it their privileg: —theirjoy—to find 
comfort in the promises ‘Sovor unto our 
fathers from the days of old"*—and in eve- 
ry siiuation of life, whether prosperous or 
acverse, to exclaim, “Thy will, O God, be 
dune,” SENEX, 





FOR THE CURISTIAN WATCHMAN. 
A FRAGMENT, 

“ Lord what will thou have me to do 2” 
éhould be the devout espiration of every 
discipple of Jesus, from the time he is en- 
rolicd as a * soldier of the cross,” Uli he 





or 
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obtams his final discharge, and takes pos- 
sessio. of the * promised land.” He should 
ever hold himself in an attentive posture, 
ready to spring forward to obey the first in- 
timations of the will of his master. If he is 
called to enter the field of battle, he should 
contend valiantly for the faith “once deliy- 
ered to the saiits..” With firmness and 
resolution he should bid defiance to all 
opposition, and even carry the sword into 
the very “heart of the enemy.” No priva- 
tin or fatigue should dishearten him, or 
ubate the ardor of his zeal. If he possesses 
the spirit of his divine Leader, he will 
go ** to prison and to death,” rather than 
dishonor the cause he has espoused. No 
davger can intimidate, no threat can appal 
him. While he beholds the banner of the 
cross waving by his side, he perseveres 
against every obstacle, until he obtains the 
victory, and the shouts of triumph resound 
through the vault of heaven. Y. 
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THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY. 


There are some persons who condemn 
indiscriminately almost every kind of reli- 
gious disputation. Controversy, when ene 
tered into merely for the purpose of a vain 
triumph, ought to be tondemned; but 


when sentiments of religion, which are of 


vital importance, are censured and denied 
by public characters who are held in high 
repute by men of the world, we are far from 
the opmion, that the friends of uth should 
he silent. Itis therefore with much pleas- 


ure we learn, that a reply to the Sermon of 


the Rev, Mr. Channing, (preached at the 
ordination of the Rey, Mr. Sparks, at Bal- 
timore) by the Rev. Moses Stuart, Profes- 
sor of Sacred Literature in the Theological 
Institutio: at Andover, is now published. 
It formsa vol. of 167. 8vo,. nage’. We would 
rot be understood as recommending a 
work which we have not examined; but 
we think we shall not be considered as ar- 
rogaut in giving an opinion, that the lite- 
rary and theological talents of Mr. Stuart 
re not i:.fericr to those of the able and re- 
svectable gentleman against whose opinions 
he contends, 

Rey. Mr. Brown, a respectable minister 
in the Provinee of Maine, has also publish- 
ed a letter to Mr. Chenning. It ts written 
with a good s;irit, and affectionately ex- 
postulates with the author of the Baltimore 
sermon, on what he considers his departure 
from the truth, 

A lett rio Mr. Channing, in favor of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, has also been pub- 
lished by a Layman. Although we think 
ih: writer does not well understand: the 
subject, yet the f Towing paraereph is wor- 
thy the attention of Ariens and Socinians 
who practise infant baptism. 

“Please sir, to reconcile your mode of 
baplisane by initiating the attributes of the 
Suviour and Holy Ghost, with those of th 
! ather, Your children or Inducte d into 
a religion, the primary attributes of which 
you dery. You ba tize them in the name 
“f the “Father, Son and Holy Ghost,” and 
yet invalidate two of the persons of the 
divine characters, by which the sacrednes 
if the ordinance is You dedicaie 
them in the dectrine of the Trinity, whee 
; chiidre:, and deny it to them 
when adults. If the Son and iloly Ghost 
are 60 subordinate to Deity, wiiy are they 
thus incorporated with the Father, in such 
terms of equality in the ordinence of Bay- 
tism? ‘There certainly appears an incon- 
sisteney, In thus blending characters so op- 
posite in their divine qualiues. Suppose a 
child should ask you when he comes of 
age, why you baptized him in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghest— what 
could you answer him, while your arrmoars 
were depreciati ag two persons to whom he 
was equally dedicated in baptism? Ts he 
to deny two of the attributes by which 
he was initiated as a member to the 


ratified, 


they ar 


Christian Church? Is he to suy, that 
Mr. CHANNING only mentioned the 
vames of the Son end Holy Ghost for 
mere form’s sake, but that they had no di- 
vinity attached to them? Is the child to 
cist gard two of the persons, and only 
reverence cone as divine? = Are they 
not all three equally designated in the or- 
camance; why then are we to lessen our 
reverential adoration of the two? The bles- 
sing of the Trinity is invoked on the child 
in his infancy, but when he arrives at man- 
hood, he is taught to disown two of the 
persons in whose name he was baptized. 
Your denial of the doctrine of the ‘Tyinity 
carries you beyond what you may have 
comemplated at first. To be consistent, 
you must take the whole ground, and bap- 
lize your children only in the name of God, 


divinity you have no belief.” 





Plymouth County Foreign Mission Society. 


The United Society of Plymouth county, 
Mass. and its vicinity, auniliary to the 
Bapust Board of Forcign Missicns for the 
United Siates, held iis Sth annual meeting 
on the 9th of June last, at the house of El- 
der Ebenezer Briggs, i Middle borough.— 
This Society continues its benevolent ex- 
ertions fur tie support of foreign missions. 
Funds to the amount of $1240 have been 
raised since its formation, Dec. 29, 1814; 
the greater part of which has been trats- 
mitted to the gencral treasury. ‘The mon- 
las cdiiected the last year amount to up- 
werds of $290; which is more than was 
collected in eny precedirg year. ‘The 
Suciety cheerfully acknowledge the sup- 
port they have received from Female Mite 
Societies. From the Hanover F. M. S. 
was reecived $15 44; from the Marshfield 
F. M.S. for translations, $15 52; from the 
Pembroke Female Cent Society, for trats- 
lations, €40 43; from the Kingston Fk. M. 
$. 630; from Foxborough F. M.S. $14 ; 
from Middleborough F. M.S. $18 66 5 and 
from the Norton F. M.S. $13 20, The 
Society also acknowledge a donation from 
Gen. Shepherd Leach, East: not $25—and 
another from Dea. Ezra Allen, Chilmark, 
(M. Vineyard) of $20. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 

A letter from Marshfield, Mass. states, 
thet a revival of religion commenced there 
lust March, & that **the meaus that have 
been mostly blessed to the awakening of 
sinners were the exhortations of the young 
converts, the preaching of the Gospei, and 
the administration of baptism. As an Cvi- 
dence that this was a good work, we see 
houses that were si.Ks of iniquity, now o- 
pened for prayer meetings and preaching ; 
istead of he.ring oaths that were enough 
to chill the blood im one’s veins, we hear 
them lisping forth the pr uses of God. = As 
the work was so sudden, and the most that 
rave been sharcrs im the work are from 13 
Lo 29 vears of uge, it was deemed expedi- 
nt for them not to meke a profession of 
religjum hastily. Therefore but fiw have 
been added to any church, According to 
mv Jest inf rmatios, thirty-three have been 
dded to the Bartist, twenty to the Meth- 
odist class and church, & four to the Con- 
eregational church. We h. pe to share in 
the preyers of Gods people, that ihe lembs 
of the fluck mav be kept by the power ol 
God through fith unto salvation.” 


-_—_—_-—— 


DEAF AND DUMB. 

Letters from Lyons, of May 20, speak 
fthe extraordinary sucecss, 11 that town, 
 M. Fabre @Olivel, who, by a> eculiar 
method of his own, had developed the fac- 
ulty of hearing in maxy deaf and dumb, of 
both sexes acd difir nt ages. The exprr- 
iments made to prove the foct of bearmeg, 
were in the a: artments of M. Mottel D:- 
repaod, president of the chamber of com- 
presence of more thay 200 p r- 


merce, 1 





suis—among whom were baron Rambaud, 


snd not make a parade of persous in whose 


39 


the mayor, the members of the municipal 
council, and many ecclesiastics and physi- 
cians. —_ 

The Evangelical Intelligencer of July 
17, printed at Chark ston, S. C. contains 
the names of 16 Charitable Societies, not 
immediately ofa relivious nature, ®1 Reli- 
gious Charitable Instiiatj «is, and eighteen 
Churches of different denominations in that 
city. 

Besides the abovementioned, there are 
two Associations of Ladies in the Congre- 
gational Church, who support and edus 
cate, each, one heathen child in India, at 
$30 per annum—and the children of Sab- 
bath School, No. 1, support by their con- 
tributions, a school in India, corsisiing of 
50 scholars for $150 per annum. ‘The 
children of this school have in two months 
only, raised $50 towards the above object. 

_ ‘The Associate Reading Society, consis- 
ting of Leaders belonging to the Congre- 
gational Church, appropriate one after- 
noon ineach week to working for the 
Choctaw Indians, in the school of the Rev. 
Mr. Kingsbury. 

Remarkable Occurrence. —On the night 
of the 13th inst. upwards of two acres of 
land, on the western bank of Otter Creek, 
in Weybridge, Vt. instantaneously sunk a- 
bout 20 feet. The ground, beneath the sur- 
lace, Was composed of blue clay, the up- 
per strata of which were broken and tura- 
ed up like cakes of ice stopped in an over- 
flowed stream. ‘The bed of the river, more 
than 20 feet deep, rose so as to stop the cur- 
rent for about eight hours, when it cut a 
new chanel. On the ground were a 
dwelling house and pottery, belonging to 
Messrs. S. & C. Wales, which were over- 
turned and dashed to pieces. The inhabi- 
tants, warned of their danger by the crack- 
ing of the house, a few minutes before the 
concussion, providentially escaped. 

——=wt Oe 
INSTALLED, 

At Belfast, on Wednesday, 21st inst. 
Rev. WitttAM FROTHINGHAM, over the 
Congregational Society in that place. The 
services commenced with prayer, by Rev. 
Mr. Lowell, of Boston ; Sermon by Rev, 
Mr. Ripley, of Concord, (Mass.)—text, 
lith Cor. 4, 6: ** For we preach not our- 
s:lves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; & our- 
selves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”— 
Consecrating prayer by Rev. Mr. Mason, 
of Castine ; Addregs to the Society by Rev. 
Mr. Packard, of Wiscasset ; Charge by 
Rev. Mr. Allyn, of Duxbury, & the Right 
Hand of Fellowship by Rev. Mr. Warren, 
of Jackson. 

fcvelf the REV. author, who styles 
himself ** Wo Clergyman,” will call ai the 
afiice, he may receive his communication 
again. he thin covering of his scheme is 
seen through ; and as we believe his object 
and ours are totally different, it is not our 
intention to be drawy aside from what we 
conceive to be the plain path of duty. 

= 

fc+7"Persons wishing to subscribe for the 
WarcumAan, are informed that they can be 

suoplied with all the numbers published, 
except No. 4, of which none remain on 
hand. 





= a 
DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Samuel Sprague, aged 
Iv 

On Saturday morning, Mary Cotton, 
youngest daughter of Mr. Samuel Gray, 
aged $1 months, 
“On Sunday evening, Mr. David Towns- 
end, aged 67, 

On Saturday last, after a short Ulness, 
Calcb, only som of Caleb U. Grozer, aged 

Pearse 
On Monday last, suddenly, Miss Lucy 
J. daugiiter of Mrs. Lucy Reed, aged nine 
yeors [1 months. ; 
~ Ly Roxbury, John Cook Rickford, aged 
3 yer, sn of Capt. Chas. Ricktord, of 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 





The burdened Soul panting for Rest i 
Christ. 
I tone to know the Saviour mine, 
By an unwav'ring faith ; 
To feel that I on him recline, 
Believing what he saith. 


J read his invitation free, 
To sinners vile as 1; 

But ah! I want he should to me 
His gracious words apply. 


O, could I rest on his free love, 
And trust his pard’ning voice, 
Immortal peace my soul would prove, 
Nor guilt disturb my joys. 


Thou Spirit of the Lord, appear, 
Like a refreshing show’r, 

My thirsty soul with grace to cheer, 
And glorify thy pow’r. 


2Tis thou canst banish unbelief, 

By thine enlight’ning ray ; 
Spirit of Grace! O, send relief, 

And chase my doubis away. 
—_———D : ae 
ANECDOTE OF CALVIN. 

At a time when the fiulest abuse is pour- 
ed on the m-mory of the excellent Calvin, 
it miy be proper to -ins:rt the tollowing 
anecdote, which does much honor to his 
moral and religious charocter ; and is acu- 
rious historical fact, which ds serves to b. 
generally known. It wasrelited at Ge. e- 
va, by Deo:dati, one of Caivin’s successors, 
to the first Lord Orrery, who flourished 
under the reign of Charles the first. The 
extract is taken from **The State Letters 
and Memoir- of the Right Hon. Roger 
Boyle,” page 4, 5. 

*Eckius*® being sent by the pope, legate 
into France, upon his return resolved t» 
take Geneva in his way, on purpose to sev 
Calvin, and if occasion were, to aitempt 
reducing him to the Roman church. There- 
fore, when Eckius was come within a 
league of Geneva, he left his retinue there, 
and went, with but one mau, to th» city 
ia the forenoon. Setting up his horses at 
an inn, he enquired where Calvin lived: 
whose house being shown him, he kaocked 
at the door; and Calvia himself came to 
open it to him. Eckius enquiring for Mr. 
Calvin, he was told he was the person.— 
Eckius acquainted him that he was a sira i- 
ger; and having heard much of his fome, 
was come to wait upop him. Calvin invi- 
ted him to come ia; and he entered the 
house with him; where. disc :ursing of ma- 
ny things concer. ing religion, Eckius por- 
ceived Calvin to be an ingenuous learned 
roan, and desired to know if he had not a 
garden to walk in; to which Calvin re: ly- 
ing he had, they both went into it; and 
there Eckius began to enquire of bim why 
he left the Roman church, an’! offered him 
some arguments to persuade him to return, 
but Calvin could by no means be inclined 
to think of it. At last, Kkckius told him 
he would put his life in his hands; and thon 
said he was Eckius, the pope’s ] gate. At 
this discovery, Calvia was uot a lit le sur- 
pried; aid begged wis pardon that ne had 
wot treated hin “ith the respect which was 
due to his quality. Eckius returned the 
compliment; and told him if he would 

* Eckius was a very leaned divine, pro- 
fessor of the university of Ingoistadt; m-- 
morable for is opposiio: to Luther, Mo- 
fancthon, ad other reformers in Germa- 
ny. He di din 1543,aged 57. See Holl- 
manni Lexicon, ‘Tom, 2, page 130, or E - 
eyclopcdia Bnitanpica, yol. vi. page 296. 
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come back to the Roman church, he would 
certainly procure for him a cardinal’s cay. 
But Calvia was not to be moved by such 
an offr. Eckius then asked him what 
revenue he had; he told the Cardinal he 
had that house aad garden, and fifty livres 
per annum, beside av annual present of 
come wine and cora; on which he hved 
very conteitedly. Eckius told tum thata 
man of his paris deserved «© greater reve- 
nue; aad then renewed his invitadi to 
come over to the Romish church, promis 
i.g him a better stipend if he would, But 
Calvin giving him chenks, assured him he 
was well satisied with his condition, A- 
bout this time dinacr was ready ; when he 
entertained bis guest as wellas he 
excused the defects of it, and paid him 
great respect. Eckius, after dinner, desir- 
ed to know if he might not be admictod to 
see the church, which anciently wes the 
cathedral of the city. Calvin very readi- 
ly answered that he might ; accordiagly he 
seat to the officers to be ready wish the 
keys, aid desired some of the syndicis to 
be there preseat, not acqualaing tiem 
vho the stranger was. As soon, cherefore, 
as li was convenient, they boti went to- 
vard the church; and as Eckius was com- 
ing out of Calvin’s house, he drew out « 
purse, with cbout one hundr:d pisteles, and 
presented it to Calvin; but Caivia desired 
io be excused: Eckius told him he gave it 
to him to buy books, as well as to «xpress 
his resect for him. Calvin with much re- 
aret.took the purs’; and they proceeded 
to the church, where ihe syndicts and oili- 
ers waited upon them; at the sighi of 
who Eckius thought he had been betray- 
ed, and whispered his thoughts inte Cal- 
vin’s ear; but Calvin assured him to th 
contrary. Thereupon they went into the 
church ; and Eckius having s.en ail, told 
Calvin he did not expect to fin | things in 
so decent an order, haviig been told to the 
contrary. After having taken a full view 
of every thing, Eckins was returniag out 
f the church; but Calvin stoppet tim a 
little, and ¢ dling the syndicts and officers 
togeiher, took out the purse of gold which 
Eckius had giv n him, telling them that he 
had received that gold from this worthy 
stranger, and that now he gave it to th 
cor; aid so put it all into the poor-box 
thai was kept there. The syndicis thauk- 
.d the strang r; and Eckius admire. th 
charity aod modesty of Calvin. When 
they were come out of the church, Caivin 
invited Eckius again to his house; but he 
replied that he must depart; so thinking 
him for all his civiliites, offered to take his 
leave, but Calyin waited upon him to tix 
inn, and walked with him a mile out of th 
territ ries of Geneva, Where, with great 
compliments, they took a farewell of each 


other.” — 


,i.4 
coulu, 


COMMUNICATED FOR TNE WATCHMAN. 
POLEMICAL ANECDOTE. 

The late President Edwards, who decea- 
sed in 1758, published his well known trea- 
tise on the will, mm 1754. A reply wes 
made thereto by Dr. Samuel West, under 
the title of **Ess«ys on liberiy and necessi- 
ty, in which the arzuments of President 
Edwards and others tor necessity, are con- 
sidered.” ‘The first yart of these essays 
vas published ja 1793, the second in 1795. 
S ome time transpired, before any person of 
distinc'ion atterapted an answor to the es- 
says of Dr. West, who was repeatedly 
heard to say, in the language of triamph, 
that he was **watting for an answer to his 
essays against President Edwards.” After 
a while, the younger Dr. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, eon of the Preside it, published au 
aiswer to Dr. West. This lust produc- 
tion is universally acknowledged to be an 
e‘fort of the human mind not often surpas- 
sed, and an evidence of unconmon talent 
i: the fair management of sound argument. 
When advertised for sale, Dr. John Clarke, 
formerly minister of the First Congrega- 
tional Church in Boston, who was a man 





of a candid and independent mind, and a? 


scholar, called at the bookseller’s store, and 
obtained a copy. ‘The bookseiler seeing 
Dr. Clarke aft rhe had read it, iaquir dot 
him his opinion of the book. tle mr ples, 
tuat whether Dr. Edwards’ doctrine wr 
true or false, his work was usanswerabl:. 
Dr. Clarke sovu after mt Dr. Wese ii 
compa vy; and having prc viously heard Dr. 
West say that ho was Walling for aa auswer 
to his essays agaiast iresideni fuwirds, 
addressed him es follows: “tc nyratalate 
you, Doctor, that after so Jorg a time, you 
now have that which yous» patienily wait- 
ed for.” Dr. West enquired of him to 
what he referred? He replied, “1 hav 
veurd you say that you had beon wading 
fran answer to your essays agabist rresi- 
deni Edwards ou the will; and I congrai- 
ulate you that you nuw hare it, in the ex- 
amimaior of your arguments, by his son, 
Dr. Edwards.”?) li is said that Dr. West 
sas much displeased with this Ubservauon 
from Dr. Clark. ; but he aever published 
any rofutauion of the argumeats of Dr. kid- 
wards. Dr. Wess essays were la favor 
the opinion, that “aun-n possess a self- 
determiiig power. Yet of cll men he 
seem d to have the least power of co.trol- 
ling his ow feclings, or of determining ils 
own voliions. At umes he exhibited the 
greatist absiraction of thought.” “He 
couid not readily forgive th ise, who doubt- 
cd tue truth of certain favorlie opinions, 
or reminded him ot any imstances of cre- 
dulity, with which he might be charged.” 
‘Notwithstanding his singularities, no man 
could accuse him of tae wilful violatioa otf 
auy priuciple of moral rectiiude.” 
PRIVATEERING. 

A Memorial has bee. prop sed and pub- 
lished by the Massachusetts Peace Socieiy, 
for presentation to Congress at their nex) 
session, against the dishonorable cusiom ui 
private. ring in time of war. The object 
of the Memorial is, to request the Co:gress 
to adopt sume means which shall abolish 
tue practice im all cases. The Meinvrial 
states, that— 

Jn the course of the late war betwe n 
Great Briain and the Uniied States, many 
housands of pcople were licens:d by tix 
LWo governmelts to Commit just such acts 
of Injustice, depredation and violence, as 
those for Wich pirates are honged in ame 
of peace. They were comiussioncd to 
capture, rob or destroy the property of 1.- 
nocent merchanuts,—and in case of resist 
ance, to maim or juurderiimoceuat seamen, 
hile pursuing their lawful .ccupations.— 
fn this way huedreds of merchaais mm the 
two countries were unjusily despoild of 
‘hear property—many of them ramed, and 
their families reduced to poverty, wreich- 
edness und despair. The number of se.- 
men who lost their lives in consequence oi 
tivse licensed depredations was doubtl: ss 
very cousid rable. 

‘It is impossible for your Memorialis: 
t» conceive low such deeds of rapin and 
violeuce can be reconciled to the princi, les 
of justice or humanity, when dove by pri- 
Vater rs n, any more than when done by 
unauthorized pirates. The injustice and 
injury to the innocent suflerers are th: san 
1a both cases ; and lu both th: motives acd 
dispositions of the perpeirators may be th 
same,”? 

“it is a gratifying fact, that in the infan- 
cy of the Americana government, an uat- 
tempt was made by our rulers to eff ci by 
treaties the very object of the present me- 
morial, As early as 1785, the celebrated 
philosopher, Dr. Franklin, in a leiter to a 
friend, obs rvedj—ihat “ihe United States 
—though better situated than any other 
nation to profit by privateering—are as fi r 
as in them lies endeavoring to abolish the 
practice, by offering in all their treaties 
with other powers, an article engagi .g sol- 
emnly that in case of a future Wary:i0 priva- 
teer shall be commissioned on either sid & 
that unarmed merchant ships en both sides 





chal pursue their voyages unmolesied..? 
This huiaane effort ou the part of the Amer- 
ica governmentyats> carly a period,atiords 
encour.g ment to your Momorialists, taat 
Congress wul listen with pleasure to a pro- 
position for abolishing a ,ractice waich hag 
justly been cermed ‘ta remnant of ancient 
piracy,’? and which has for ages been a dis- 
grace to civilized nations, and the abhor- 
rence of good me,” 

‘The undersigned beg leave to close 
their Memorial to tie Honorable Lecisla- 
ture of the United States, in Wie words of 
Dr. }ranklin, on the sam subj -ct—*This 
willbe a happy tunprovemen, in ihe haw of 
nations. ‘ihe humane and the just caanot 
but wish success to the propesit m.?? 





The Rev. Mr. Brown's opinion of reading 
Buoks. 

From experience | have f-un!, that it is 
vain to attempt to be ai universal scholar; 
that a few bo ks well chose. and cur fully 
used, are bet.er chav a muliiiu fe of books 
That mulutudes of books are scarcely 
worth the reading ; or, if read, we had bet- 
ter extract the useful iiuts into a note 
bouk, and never more look into them.- 
That abridging of more useful books, es- 
pecially if they be large, is very uscful.-— 
That few plays or romances are safily 
read, as they Uckle the imagination, and 
are apt to infect the heart ; aud even thos 
that are most pure, as of Young, Thom- 
Son, Richardson, Addison, bewiich the 
soul, and are apt to indispose for holy med. 
itation, and other religious exercises; and4 
so shoul be rad, at most, but very spar 
lugly. In reading histories, the Lord not 

niy made me take up the facts as the do- 
ing of the Lord, and as a veriticaisn of 
some paris of his word, but also made them 
to suggest soine useful, and sumetimes very 
sweet thouguts, respectiug the gloriou plan 
of redempuon. 


Burkes Portrait of a Kine. 

About Owe years before the conclusion 
of the American w Ty On the occasion of 
the King’s recommending in his speect 
further exerdons against his unsubdued 
colonies, Burke d-clore(—“ He could not 
conevive any being under Heaven, (which 
i:ics dufinite wisdom tolerates aij sorts of 
eXistenices) more odious and disgusitul, 
than an impotent, helpless creature, with- 
out civil wisdom, or military skill, bloated 
with pride and arrogance, calling for bat- 
tles which he is not to fight.’ 

Niles’ Register. 

Rulers, who are desirous of re ndering 
themselves famous by the splondours of 
Victorious wary which is always mor: splen- 
did in fame im proportion to the mis: ries 
of the vanquished, will do well to consid- 
er the following remarks of Loung, un a 
devotec to worldly applause :— 
“Knows he, that mankind praise against 

th ir will, 

\nd mix as much de‘raction as they can? 


Kiaows he, that faithless Fame her whisper 
has 

As well as trumpet?) That his va: ity 

Is so much Uckied from no hearing all ?” 

*Sonates at once cdmairce him, & d spise, 

' ith modesi lauchier living loud applause, 

Wiich makes the sun!e more morial to his 
fume.’ 


ROMANTIC VIRTUE. 
Dr. Jotiaso. us d to advis his friends to 
be upon their cua 


t i aGatust romantic vire 
tue, as being founded upon no settled prin- 
ciple; ‘a plank,” added he, ** thats tilt- 
ed uy at one ead, must of course fall down 
on the other.” 

In a conversation with the duc de Chaul- 
nes, tne duk- said to Dr. John on, ‘tha’ the 
Misting 
in the world was nearly the saue’—* But 
you must acknowledg*, my lord,’ said the 
doctor, ‘that the Christian religion alone 
puts it upon iis proper basis, the fear and 
love of God 
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